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“How do you know each other?”
“We met in English class.”



2-Minute Question:

When do students make friendships in in-person classes?



When do students make friendships in English class?



DowntimeBefore class/After Class

During class celebrations

During breaks

Group projects



How can we create these opportunities in zoom classes?



Friendship poll!!!



I’m surprised what a difference these make…

• Zoom settings 

• Same/similar-culture connection

• Extended group work

• Feedback

• WhatsApp 

• Conversation groups       



Zoom settings make a difference!!

• Open classroom

• Gallery view

• Mute/unmute

• Breakout room settings

• Screen-sharing



Same/similar cultural connections

• Surprise your students with same/similar groups

• Ask students to team up to present something from their country





Extended group work—just like in person!



Extended group work—just like in person!

• Group projects

• Acting

• Decision Dramas



Feedback, feedback, feedback!

• Positive comments 

in the chat box

• “Tell the story”

• Message



Using WhatsApp



Constant connection through WhatsApp



WhatsApp Tips

• Most students are familiar with WhatsApp

• You need at least one student contact to start a group

• Add your students as contacts after they join the group

• Choose a class icon and label each group clearly

• https://faq.whatsapp.com/iphone/chats/how-to-create-and-invite-into-a-

group/?lang=en

Add to contacts

https://faq.whatsapp.com/iphone/chats/how-to-create-and-invite-into-a-group/?lang=en


• Post homework, community resources, comments related to class…

• Places to visit in the area (cherry blossoms…)

• On the weekends: “Post a picture of…”

Don’t delete the group after the class ends--students will continue to communicate with each other here!

PetsFood Flowers



Conversation Groups









Friends on zoom…



Worth quarantining for!!



More Student Quotes





What do you think??? ☺

• How can you use these ideas in your classes?

• What ideas can you add? 

• Any questions?



Thanks for coming to my session!


